TO  THE  READER
And surely as nature createth brotherhood in families, and
arts mechanical contract brotherhoods in communalties, and
the anointment of God superinduceth a brotherhood in kings
and bishops, so in like manner there cannot but be a frater-
nity in learning and illumination.
This fraternity in learning and illumination is one of the things
to which a distracted Europe must look for the healing of its
wounds.
So these studies, beginning at Bede, close with the names of
three great teachers of University College, London: Arthur
Platt, A. E. Housman and W. P. Ker. It was in Germany,
rather than at home, that Ker's vast learning was first fully
appreciated. He was interested in all the literatures and dia-
lects of Western Europe, of Spain, Portugal, Provence, France,
Italy, Germany. He was equally at home with Icelandic
farmers and Swiss peasants. But above all he strove to make us
understand the part which Scandinavia had played in the world,
and the meaning of the Heroic Age, which was realized in so
remarkable a way in the ancient Norse literature. He was one
of the greatest exponents of that age, because his own spirit
was that of his epic hero: CA gentleman adventurer on board
his own ship, following out his own ideas, carrying his men with
him by his own power of mind-and temper/
A critic may say that a book stands self-condemned, if it
looks for the heroic in English literature, but has no chapter
devoted to Milton or Wordsworth or Scott. Yet I hope that
reminiscences of them, and of other heroic souls, Homer and
Dante, will be found running through these essays, appearing
almost as frequently as the head of Sir Thomas More. And so,
like Mr. Dick, 'casting anything but a confident look at his
manuscript', I send mine to Mr. Jonathan Cape, to be submitted
ultimately, dear reader, to your eyes. And, as I do so, my own
eye falls upon some comfortable words of Thomas Carlyle,
which might serve as a motto for this book:
One comfort is, that Great Men, taken up in any way, are
profitable company. We cannot look, however imperfectly,
upon a great man, without gaining something by him. He
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